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SUBJECT: SATELLITE TRANSMISSION MEXICAN TELEVISION 

1 . MEXICAN COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR ACOSTA MET WITH ARA/MEX 
AND EB/TD TO REITERATE GOM'S DESIRE TO USE WESTERN UNION 
SATELLITE WESTAR TO TRANSMIT TELEVISION THROUGHOUT MEXICO 
AND TO SPANISH-LANGUAGE STATIONS IN SOUTHWEST US. 

2. MR. ACOSTA WAS INFORMED THAT FCC IS CONSIDERING AN 
APPLICATION FROM WESTERN UNION CONTAINING TWO PROPOSALS: 

(1) TO PROVIDE USE OF WESTAR FOR INTRA-MEXICAN SERVICE 
AND (2) FOR US DISTRIBUTION OF MEXICAN BROADCASTS WITHIN 
THE SOUTHWEST US. 

3. FYI: THE DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT THE FCC INTENDS 
TO SEPARATE THE PROPOSALS AND COMPLETE CONSIDERATION OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 232499 

THE FORMER BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR. WE ARE AWARE OF 
NO OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSAL. BEFORE DEFINITIVE APPROVAL, 

WE WILL PROBABLY WISH TO EXCHANGE LETTERS WITH THE GOM, 

PROVIDING FOR A MECHANISM FOR TECHNICAL COORDINATION AND 
REITERATING FCC JURISDICTION OVER THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY 
WESTAR. THE DEPARTMENT WILL SOON PROVIDE A DRAFT OF ITS 
LETTER TO THE EMBASSY FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES. 
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4, APPROVAL FOR THE SECOND PROPOSAL IS MUCH MORE PROBLEM- 
ATICAL SINCE IT REQUIRES A FINDING BY THE BOARD OF GOVER- 
NORS OF INTELSAT AND, LATER, THE ASSEMBLY OF PARTIES TO 
INTELSAT THAT THERE WOULD BE NO ADVERSE TECHNICAL OR 
ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON INTELSAT OPERATIONS. INTELSAT IS UN- 
ABLE TO MAKE A DECISION REGARDING MEXICAN APPLICATION UN- 
TIL IT RECEIVES ECONOMIC IMPACT INFORMATION REQUESTED OF 
GOM BY DG, INTELSAT, IN ADDITION TO TECHNICAL DATA ALREADY 
SUBMITTED. 

5. FYI: WE BELIEVE INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL COMMUNICATIONS 
SHOULD, AS A RULE, BE CARRIED BY INTELSAT AND THE MEXICAN 
REQUEST MUST BE CONSIDERED IN THE CONTEXT OF A COMPRE- 
HENSIVE POLICY TOWARD REGIONAL SATELLITE SYSTEMS. SINCE 
APPROVAL FOR USE OF WESTAR FOR INTERNATIONAL SERVICES 
WOULD BE CONTINGENT UPON CONCLUSION THAT INTELSAT SERVICE 
WAS NOT FEASIBLE ECONOMICALLY OR TECHNICALLY, NO ENCOURAGE- 
MENT SHOULD BE GIVEN GOM REGARDING POSITIVE DECISION. CHRISTOPHER 
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